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anybody understand that the terrorists 
watch our media? They have calendars. 
If they know we are going to get out on 
a certain date they will declare vic-
tory, lay back and wait to take over 
the country after we have departed. 

I would imagine that the terrorists 
are dumbfounded, yet ecstatic with 
this self-destructive proposal. I am 
dumbfounded and aghast. If insurgents 
had any representation in the Senate, I 
am sure they would support it. I am 
not saying my Democratic colleagues 
are in any way intentionally aiding the 
insurgents or undermining our troops, 
but regrettably that is what it would 
do. I implore my colleagues on both 
sides to consider the facts and the 
words of the insurgents themselves, 
who view this as a time when they are 
losing. 

Last Monday night, when our Presi-
dent was addressing a group outlining 
in detail the program of progress and 
how we are going to build up the secu-
rity forces in Iraq so they can take 
over, and committing to finishing the 
job we in Congress overwhelmingly en-
dorsed, Mr. Howard Dean was on na-
tional television claiming that Repub-
licans were sitting in air-conditioned 
offices asking others to do the work in 
Iraq. He stated: 

Republicans are great about sending other 
people’s children to war. 

I take issue with the words of Mr. 
Dean, the voice of the Democratic Na-
tional Party. First, our brave young 
men and women volunteered to serve, 
to go to war to keep America safe from 
the terrorists who struck on 9/11 and 
who would strike again if they had the 
chance. 

Second, 77 of us on this floor, Demo-
crats and Republicans, voted to sup-
port the President to carry out the 
mission that President Clinton first 
outlined about regime change in Iraq. 

Finally, I say to Mr. Dean personally, 
my only son returned from Iraq over a 
year ago and is preparing to go back. 
When I told him we were going to have 
this debate, I asked him: What is your 
view on it? I got this e-mail back. He 
said: 

In case anyone is paying attention, there is 
progress being made. AMZ himself indicated 
as much in the confiscated letters around 
the time of his death. If al-Qaida, No. 1, con-
fesses the U.S. is having good success, who 
here in conus has the standing to contradict 
us? 

I don’t get it. I am not wild about going 
back to Iraq but I’d sure as heck would rath-
er do that than essentially invalidate every-
thing we have done to date by leaving too 
early and inviting chaos. 

Happy Father’s Day. 

That was a message from one of the 
people who are serving us in Iraq, and 
he speaks for all the other young peo-
ple he knows. 

I implore my colleagues, let our 
troops finish what we started, what 
most of us voted for. Let’s leave Iraq 
self-sufficient, free, and stable, an Iraq 
no longer a safe haven for terrorists, 
threatening to bring WMD and ter-
rorist attacks to our shore. Let’s leave 

when the job is done, not before. Let’s 
not defeat our mission with political 
attacks on the President and the Sec-
retary of Defense as we have heard 
today, and on those of us in Congress, 
giving the terrorists a victory politi-
cally by laying out for them a ‘‘get out 
of jail free’’ card, giving them a time-
table for withdrawal whether or not 
Iraqi security forces are fully capable 
of controlling their country. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Michigan. 
Mr. LEVIN. I yield 10 minutes to 

Senator BIDEN. 
Mr. WARNER. Mr. President, if the 

Senator will yield, I will just yield a 
minute to myself. I compliment the 
Senator from Missouri. That was a 
heartfelt message. I hope Mr. Dean gets 
it verbatim because your son, whom I 
have watched grow up through these 
many years, is proud to be a United 
States Marine and to take on his duty. 

Mr. President, I wish to advise col-
leagues at the hour of 5 o’clock this de-
bate on the Levin amendment is con-
cluded. My understanding is we proceed 
to an amendment by the Senator from 
Massachusetts, Mr. KERRY, and Mr. 
FEINGOLD, Mrs. BOXER, and Mr. LEAHY. 
In examining that amendment, I say to 
my colleagues who are anxious to con-
tinue addressing the issues of the 
amendment of Senator LEVIN, I think 
the basic format in this amendment 
lays a clear predicate for all those who 
are desiring to speak to have their 
word tonight sometime because we are 
to conclude this debate tonight. I yield 
the floor. 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, how much 
time remains on our side? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. You have 
34 minutes. 

Mr. WARNER. How much? 
Mr. LEVIN. We started at 12:15. I 

would then yield for 10 minutes to Sen-
ator BIDEN. I then yield 8 minutes to 
Senator OBAMA, and then Senator DUR-
BIN will be next. Depending on how 
much time is left we can determine the 
time allocation. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Delaware is recognized for 10 
minutes. 

Mr. INHOFE. Was this a unanimous 
consent request made by the Senator 
from Michigan? We are still going back 
and forth? 

Mr. LEVIN. No. We understand that. 
Mr. INHOFE. I thank the Senator. 
Mr. BIDEN. Mr. President, I thank 

the Senator from Michigan. I, too, 
compliment the Senator from Missouri 
for the service of his son. My son is 
not—he is in the military, in the Na-
tional Guard. He is not in Iraq, al-
though he did spend some time in 
Kosovo. I admire the patriotism of his 
son and respect the point of view his 
son expressed. But I think it confuses 
things. 

Mr. President, last Thursday, we 
passed by a 99—1 vote an emergency 
spending bill to support our troops in 
Iraq and Afghanistan and provide relief 
to the victims of Hurricane Katrina. 

Unfortunately, behind closed con-
ference doors, a key provision of both 
the House and Senate versions was 
stripped out—an amendment, intro-
duced by Representative BARBARA LEE 
and myself that would bar any funds 
from being used to establish permanent 
U.S. military bases in Iraq or to con-
trol Iraq’s oil. 

I voted to support our troops, though 
I was surprised that my amendment 
was stripped after not a single Senator 
publicly spoke against it during the 
floor debate. 

But what bothers me is that by re-
moving the ‘‘no permanent bases’’ 
amendment, we make life more dif-
ficult for our men and women in uni-
form and undercut our Nation’s broad-
er effort against terrorism. 

So I will reintroduce my amendment 
as part of the Defense authorization 
bill. 

It is straightforward, clear, and sim-
ple. It affirms that the United States 
will not seek to establish permanent 
military bases in Iraq and has no inten-
tion of controlling Iraqi oil. 

I will repeat what I said 6 weeks ago: 
While it may be obvious to Ameri-

cans that we don’t intend to stay in 
Iraq indefinitely, such conspiracy theo-
ries are accepted as fact by most 
Iraqis. 

In an opinion poll conducted by the 
University of Maryland in January, 80 
percent of Iraqis—and 92 percent of the 
Sunni Arabs—believe we have plans to 
establish permanent military bases. 

The same poll found that an astound-
ing 88 percent of Sunni Arabs approve 
of attacks on American forces in part. 

Why do Iraqis believe we want per-
manent bases? Why do they think we 
would subject ourselves to the enor-
mous ongoing costs in Iraq in blood 
and treasure? Do they think we want 
their sand? No, they think we want 
their oil. 

To my mind, the connection between 
these two public opinion findings is in-
controvertible. 

Before you dismiss these as simple 
conspiracy theories, remember what 
Iraqis have been through in the past 3 
decades: 

Three wars and a tyrannical regime 
that turned brother against brother 
and made paranoia a way of life. 

And there is a longer history, too: 400 
years of British and Ottoman occupa-
tion have led to a deeply ingrained sus-
picion of a foreign military presence. 

These views extend well beyond Iraq. 
In a 2004 Pew Charitable Trust survey, 
majorities in all four Muslim states 
surveyed—Turkey, Pakistan, Jordan, 
and Morocco—believed that control of 
Mideast oil was an important factor in 
our invasion of Iraq. 

Our enemies understand the boon 
these misconceptions provide to their 
recruiting efforts and use them as a 
rallying cry in their calls-to-arms. 

Last year in a letter intercepted by 
the United States military, Ayman al- 
Zawahiri, the deputy leader of al- 
Qaeda, wrote to the recently killed 
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